
GPH100: Weather & Climate Lab  Quiz Two Study Aid Prof. Brian Cacchiotti 
 
 
Lab 14: Climate Classification  

 Climate Classification based on Temperature and Precipitation patterns during a typical year 

 Know how to use the Climate Classification ‘decision tree’ 

 Know how to determine the Climate Classification for a place using the standard datasets  

 Know the BASICS of the 6 major Climate Classification types 
o A: Tropical Humid 
o B: Dry (deserts) 
o C: Temperate Humid w/ warm winters 
o D: Temperate Humid w/ cold winters 
o E: Polar (ice) 
o H: Highlands (altitude changes climate) 

 Know (and be able to describe in temp/precip terms) the Climate Classification for Salem, MA 
 

 
 

Film: Before the Flood* / Boston Globe Articles 
 The film presents several compelling journalistic investigations into the scientific analyses which 

may convince the viewer that the earth is undergoing a profound change.  
o Melting glaciers, melting ice caps, melting ice shelves, long term temperature records, sea 

level change, coral reef changes, forest loss, burning of the rainforest, chemical pollution, etc. 
 It presents information describing reactions from the scientific community (government and 

researchers) and from the climate skeptics (politicians, policy officials and a handful of scientists) 
 I may pose one or two questions based on the film’s ideas and content.  You will be expected to 

provide examples from the film or articles to support your answers. 

 *NOTE: If you needed to watch the alternative film, An Inconvenient Truth, this will work the same 
as if you watched the film we watched in class.   

 
 
 

Lab 15: Climographs and Climate Analysis  
 Know how a climograph works and what it shows 

 Know how to construct a climograph when presented with a dataset for a place. 

 Be able to describe a locations climate by analyzing the climograph 
 
 
You may choose which questions to answer (4 of 7 for example), expect problems of a similar type as we have done in 
these labs.  All formulae will be provided, no formulas need to be memorized, nor will you need to perform anything but the 
four basic math functions (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division).  You should bring a calculator – cell phones 
may not be used.  You will be allowed one sheet of 8-1/2 x 11 with any notes you choose to write on it.  You may write on 
one side only!  


