
Weather and Climate Lab               Fall 2017 

Brian Cacchiotti Out of class assignment 
 NEW ENGLAND HURRICANES 
 

 Assignment for 9/27 or 9/28 

 
Hurricanes are as New England as the Boston Red Sox and Maine lobsters!  Even though New 
England resides well north of the main hurricane breeding grounds located in the central Atlantic 
between the Caribbean and Africa, we still get our share of hurricanes and tropical storms. 
 
This week we are seeing the approach of what was Hurricane Jose and potentially the remnants of 
Hurricane Maria as well.  This assignment wants you to look into the impacts of tropical storm Jose, 
as they pertain to New England and compare these impacts to those of one of the major hurricanes 
New England has experienced in the past. 
 
I have included a very short primer on several important and devastating previous New England 
hurricanes, including the 1938 ‘Long Island Express’ hurricane, Carol (1954), the double whammy of 
Connie and Diane (1955), and Hurricane Irene in 2011. You should read the primer and choose one 
to research in a bit more depth.  At the very least, each of the modern hurricanes listed in the article 
have Wikipedia pages.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_New_England_hurricanes  
 
Once you understand the impact of your hurricane from the past, I want you to compare and contrast 
this to the impacts we will be experiencing from the remnants of Hurricane Jose.  You have myriad 
sources of information concerning these impacts from government and private weather websites, to 
news stations and newspapers. 
 
Some of the impacts you might consider: Where it landed, where it caused problems, what states 
were most impacted, duration of the storm, wind speeds, precipitation amounts, storm surge, inland 
flooding, property damage ($), deaths and injuries, etc.  I don’t expect you to cover every single thing, 
but to give a good overall understanding of the impact of the storm to New England. 
 
You will prepare a short but detailed report on these two storms, somewhere in the 1-1/2 to 2 page 
range (12-point type, 1” margins, single spaced and typed/printed). 
 
This is taking the place of a 2 2-hour lab classes and I expect you to not need more than 3 hours to 
complete this assignment.  If you are into your 5th hour of research for this paper… you are 
misunderstanding the work requested. 
 
Hurricanes are a real fact of life for millions of people who live in coastal areas, such as we do here in 
Salem.  While we tend to have a bit less impactful storms reach our shore than they do in the Gulf 
coast or southern states, we still have the great potential for serious damages and loss of life. 
 
This assignment will be due in class on Wednesday, October 4th or Thursday, October 5th.  I will 
NOT accept work via email: You must bring a printed copy to class and turn it in. 
 
NOTE: You must have a works cited page with PROPERLY FORMATTED CITATIONS!   Bare 
URL’s are not considered to be properly formatted citations and are unacceptable. 
http://www.easybib.com/reference/guide/mla/website  
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